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U.S. Hispanic Population 
Four Decades of Growth
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U.S. Population by Race & Nativity: 2010
Fastest Growth By Hispanics and Asians

Total U.S. Population — 309 million
 

 

Hispanic 
50.5 million

16%

Black*
38 million 

12%

Asian* 
14 million 

5%

White* 
197 million

64%

Source:  2010 U.S. Census.



 

States with Greatest Hispanic 
Population Growth, 2000-2010

In percent

Source: 2010 U.S. Census. 

Growth, 
2000-2010

U.S. Total 43

South Carolina 148
Alabama 145
Tennessee 134
Kentucky 122

Arkansas 114
North Carolina 111
Maryland 106
Mississippi 106

South Dakota 103
Delaware 96
Georgia 96
Virginia 92



 

90% growth or more

Hispanic Population Growth, 2000-2010

70% to 89% growth
40% to 70% growth
Less than 40% growth

Source: 2010 U.S. Census. 



 

States with Largest
Hispanic Populations, 2010

In thousands

Source: 2010 U.S. Census. 

Population

U.S. Total 50,478

California 14,014
Texas 9,461
Florida 4,224
New York 3,417

Illinois 2,028
Arizona 1,895
New Jersey 1,555
Colorado 1,039

New Mexico 953
Georgia 854
North Carolina 800
Washington 756



 

Share Hispanic Among 
Child and Adult Populations
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Ethnic Composition of Latinos, 2010
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Source:  2010 U.S. Census



 

Hispanic Origin Composition, 2009
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Some Facts From the 2010 Census

Nearly half (46.5%) of all Latinos live in CA 
or TX
There are 4.7 million Latinos in Los Angeles 
County
1 million more Latinos counted than 
expected
The Hispanic population declined in 
Arlington County (-11%)

Source: 2010 U.S. Census



 

Immigration to the United States



 

Foreign-born Population 
by Legal Status, 2010

In millions

Source: Pew Hispanic Center, 2011. 

Population Share of 
Foreign Born

Total foreign born 40.2 100%

Legal immigrants 29.0 72%
Naturalized citizens 14.9 37%

Legal permanent resident aliens 12.4 31%
Legal temporary migrants 1.7 4%

Unauthorized immigrants 11.2 28%



 

Foreign-born Population in the U.S. as a 
Share of the Total Population, 1900-2009

Note: The 2009 data are for the civilian, non-institutional population only.
Sources: Campbell J. Gibson and Emily Lennon, "Historical Census Statistics on the Foreign-born Population of 
the United States: 1850-1990", Population Division Working Paper No. 29, U.S. Bureau of the Census, February 
1999; The Foreign-Born Population: 2000, Census 2000 Brief (December 2003), C2KBR-34; and Pew Hispanic 
Center tabulations from Data Ferret

 



 

U.S. Unauthorized Immigrant 
Population, 2000-2010

Estimated number of unauthorized immigrants in millions

Source: Pew Hispanic Center, 2011. 
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Unauthorized Immigrant Population, 
by Region and Country of Birth, 2010

Source: Pew Hispanic Center, 2011. 
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States with Largest Unauthorized 
Immigrant Populations, 2010

In thousands

Source: Pew Hispanic Center, 2011. 

Estimated
Population Range

U.S. Total 11,200 (10,700 - 11,700)

California 2,550 (2,350 - 2,750)
Texas 1,650 (1,450 - 1,850)
Florida 825 (725 - 950)
New York 625 (525 - 725)

New Jersey 550 (425 - 650)
Illinois 525 (425 - 625)
Georgia 425 (300 - 550)
Arizona 400 (275 - 500)

North Carolina 325 (240 - 425)
Maryland 275 (200 - 325)
Washington 230 (140 - 325)
Virginia 210 (170 - 250)



 

Public Opinion about Immigration



 

Immigrants…Strength or Burden?
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Strengthen our country Are a burden on our country

Question: Which of these two statements comes closer to your own views – even if neither is exactly right. 
1. Immigrants today strengthen our country because of their hard work and talents OR 
2. Immigrants today are a burden on our country because they take our jobs, housing and health care? 

Percent of adults

Source: Pew Research Center



 

Biggest Concern 
About Unauthorized Immigration
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Source: Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, February, 2011. 



 

Support for Pathway to Citizenship … 
and Stronger Enforcement

24%

19%78%

72%

Question: Thinking about ILLEGAL immigration in the U.S. … Do you favor or oppose …

Percent of adults

Source: Pew Research for the People and the Press, March 2011. 
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Majority of Latinos Disapprove 
of Arizona’s SB 1070

Question: As you may know, the state of Arizona recently passed a law that requires police to verify 
the legal status of someone they have already stopped or arrested if they suspect that the person is 
in the country illegally. Do you approve or disapprove of Arizona’s new law?
Percent of adults

Source: 2010 National Survey of Latinos; Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, June 2010
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Two-Thirds of Foreign-Born Latinos 
Worry about Deportation

Question: Regardless of your own immigration or citizenship status, how much, if at all, do you worry 
that you, a family member, or a close friend could be deported?
Percent of Latino adults

Source: 2010 National Survey of Latinos
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Know Someone Who Has Been Deported

Question: Do you personally know someone who has been deported or detained by the federal 
government for immigration reasons in the last 12 months?
Percent of Latino adults saying “yes”

Source: 2010 National Survey of Latinos
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The Hispanic Economic Experience



 

Median Annual Personal Earnings, 2009

$28,900

$35,000
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Note: Restricted to persons with positive earnings.
Source: Pew Hispanic Center tabulations from 2009 American Community Survey (1% IPUMS)



 

• In 2010, about $1,100 billion.
• In 2000, about $775 billion (in 2010 prices).
• These are upper bound estimates.
• Increase from 2000 to 2010 is about 40% 

compared with about 16% for the U.S. overall.
• Share of U.S. purchasing power is up from 

about 7% in 2000 to about 9% in 2010.
• Principal source of increase is growth in 

population.

Latino Purchasing Power, 2000 to 2010

Source:  Pew Hispanic Center estimates
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(upper bound estimates in billions of 2010 dollars)

Source:  Pew Hispanic Center estimates



 

Share of People 25 and Older with
Less than High School or College Degree, 2009

Source: Pew Hispanic Center tabulations from the 2009 American Community Survey
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Hispanic Adults & English Proficiency, 
2009

44%

36%

20%

English spoken less than very well
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Only English spoken at home
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24%
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Source:  Pew Hispanic Center analysis of 2009 American Community Survey.

All Adult Hispanics Native-Born 
Hispanics

Foreign-Born 
Hispanics



 

Latinos and the Labor Market



 

Total (millions) Distribution 

Total 154.0 100.0%

Hispanic 23.0 14.9%

White 103.5 67.2%

Black 17.3 11.2%

Asian 7.6 4.9%

Other 2.6 1.7%

U.S. Labor Force, 2010,
by Race and Ethnicity

Note: White, black, Asian and other populations refer to their non-Hispanic components.
Source: Pew Hispanic Center tabulations from the Current Population Survey, October to December 2010; 
non-seasonally adjusted



 

Hispanic Share of the Labor Force,
by Age: 2010
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Source: Pew Hispanic Center tabulations from the Current Population Surveys, October to December 2010;
non-seasonally adjusted



 

Hispanic Share of the Labor Force,
by Education: 2010
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Source: Pew Hispanic Center tabulations from the Current Population Surveys, October to December 2010;
non-seasonally adjusted  



 

Hispanic Share of Employment for 
Selected Occupations, 2010: 5 Highest and Lowest
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The Unemployment Rate: 2000 to 2010

Note: The data shown are seasonally-adjusted quarterly rates of unemployment.
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
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Change in Employment 2003 to 2006

Total 2,569,000

Construction 981,000

Share of construction 38%

Construction and the Employment of Hispanics:
Pre- and Post-Recession

Source: Pew Hispanic tabulations of Current Population Survey data
Note: Data are non-seasonally adjusted



 

Change in Employment 2007:4 to 2009:4

Total ― 407,000

Construction ― 685,000

Share of construction 168%

Construction and the Employment of Hispanics:
Pre- and Post-Recession

Source: Pew Hispanic tabulations of Current Population Survey data
Note: Data are non-seasonally adjusted



 

Homeownership Trends



 

U.S. Homeownership Rate

Source: Census Bureau
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U.S. Homeownership Rate, 
by Race and Ethnicity

Source: Pew Hispanic Center analysis of Current Population Survey data

(Annual, %)

Note: Data for 2008 are for January to June only. Asian includes people of Native Hawaiian and 
Pacific Island origins.
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U.S. Homeownership Rate, 
by Race and Ethnicity

Source: Pew Hispanic Center analysis of Current Population Survey data
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Note: Data for 2008 are for January to June only.
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