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Heavy Rtlin Helps, Hurts Southwest Agriculture

IIIOTE: The Crop MOIstu,.. """'. measu,..s soil mooSl"," (\(Iwn to I..... tlMl1 below l1K1511rfaOll and 15 used to moniIor ",,,ern
soil moostur.. COi'\dilions.
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November 15-16,1990
Plaza of Ihe Americas Hotel

Dallas, Texas

Defining the Decade:
A Conference on tbe Southwest Economy

Conference Announcement

Ifyou are asubscribcr to rbe SouthweslEcotlomy, yOll will
receive information on Ihe conference this summer. If
you are 1101 a subscriber, please conlacl Susan August
Brown at (214) 698-440; to receh'e information regard­
ing the conference.

Make plans to attend the third annual Conference on the
Southwest Economy sponsored by the Federal Reserve
Bank of Dallas. An impressive lineup ofspeakers, featur­
ing a keynole address by Fed Chairman Alan Greenspan,
will prOVide illlponant insighls into the regional and world
economies. Topics include: The Changing Inlernational
Markelplace, Investing inlhe Future, Issues in Energyand
The Future of the Southwest Economy,
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-Fiona Sigalb

71Je SOIIlIJ/l'C'S1 Eeol/omy is published six times annually
by the Fedeml Reserve Bank of Dallas. The views ex­
pressed arc those of the :Iuthors and should not be :lltrib­
Uled to the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas or the Fedeml
Reserve System.

Articles m:lY be reprinted on the condition that the
source is crediK-d and a copy is provided to the Research
Department of the Fedcr::L1 Resel"\'e Bank of Dallas.

71JC SOllthll'eSl Ecol/omy is available without ch:lrge by
writing the Public Affairs Department, Fedcr::ll Rc,!;cr\"e Bank
of Dallas, Station K, Dallas, Texas 75222. or by telephoning
(214) 651-6289.

Spring rain provid,-"<1 much-needed soil

moisture for Southwest farmers and

f'Jnchers. alleViating concerns about

continut:d drough!. Elm he:!vy mins C:lUsed

flooding, which d:mlaged crops and
pastures and c;lused Iin:slock losses, par-
ticularly along the Red and Trinity rivers.

Drought reduced Southwest ;Jgricu]turJl
production in 1989 and was thre:uening
1990 production. Much of the region was
he:lding into spring with low subsoil
moisture. TIle winter wheal crop had Ix.-en
dam:lged, :lnd poor p:lSIUre conditions

forced livestock operators [0 liquid:uc their

herds. [n Soulh TeX:IS. where drought has
been a problem for [\vo years, farmers
were hesitant to pl:lnl into dry soil.

Frequent :md :lbove-nomlal r3infall
increased soil moisltlrc (see the //lap). Areas
of Texas. Louisiana and Oklahoma received
between 150 percent and 300 percem of
nonnal r:.linfall between J:muary and April. Soil is still dry in
some areas. but most of the Sowhwest is now f;l\'orably moist
or wet.

BeGllIse of the r:.lin. most of Ihe wheat crop is now I"'•.llcd
avcmge or beuer. Flcxxling cal\~ed some damage. btl! Texas
producers expect 10 harvest nearly twice as much winter
wheat as last year.

\'({hile flcxxling also caused some livestock losses. r::mge
and p:lsttlre conditions h:lve improved in most are:IS, and
increased fomge is encouraging livestock herd rebUilding.

Rainfall grcatly improved conditions in South Texas. where
drought plagued farmers for the past two ye:lrs. Even though
subsoil moisturc remains below n0011a1. producers are C'J.U­
tiously optimistic about their crops.

Wet wcather delayed some planting :lnd land preparation
activities. He:lvy r::J.ins also slowed emergence and groWlh.
Overall. however, many f:lmlers and ranchers welcomed the
minfall, and it has improved the outlook for 1m agricuhul"'"J.1
production.




