
Using Media and Pop Culture in the Classroom

G. Dirk Mateer



A Career-Track Teacher

• Taught junior and senior high.
• Class sizes from 4 to 778.
• Developed online curriculum at Penn 

State, Kentucky and UT-Austin.
• All my research is in Economic Education -

specifically in student engagement, media, 
gaming, and experiments. 

• Founded the Journal of Economics 
Teaching in 2015.



My Media Library

Presenter
Presentation Notes
www.dirkmateer.com 

http://dirkmateer.com/media-library?filters%5Bsort%5D=recent


Other Sites With Media Specific to Economics
• Economics Media Library
• Economics of Shark Tank
• Economics of Modern Family
• Economics of The Office
• Bazinganomics
• Economics of Parks & Recreation 
• Economics of Breaking Bad
• Critical Commons (search by term)
• Econgonecountry
• Broadwayeconomics

https://econ.video/
http://econshark.com/
https://modernfamilyecon.com/
http://economicsoftheoffice.com/
http://www.bazinganomics.com/
https://economicsofparksandrec.com/
https://breakingbadecon.com/
http://www.criticalcommons.org/
http://www.econgonecountry.com/
http://www.broadwayeconomics.com/


Kahoot!
Go to kahoot.it to play. Alternatively, you can download the 

Kahoot! app

“Economics is a Kahoot!” (G. Dirk Mateer with Charity-Joy Acchiardo and Jadrian Wooten) Journal of Economic Education. 51(3-4): 
380, 2020.
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Economics is a Kahoot! – Looking to spice up the way you quiz your students? Try using Kahoot! to teach economics. (econkahoots.com)

https://create.kahoot.it/details/ch-04-review/327abd8d-6c38-4153-9c57-b34c16518dab


G. Dirk Mateer and J. Brian O’Roark. “Ten Lessons Learned from Animal Crossing During the 
Lockdown” Journal of Private Enterprise, 2020. 

Have you played Animal Crossing?
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Ten Economic Lessons Learned from Animal Crossing During the Lockdown - Journal of Private Enterprise (apee.org)



Crazy Rich Asians

“Crazy Rich Game Theory” (G. Dirk Mateer with Wayne Geerling and Mitch Addler) forthcoming in the International Journal 
of Pluralism in Economic Education.  
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Crazy Rich Game Theory by Wayne Geerling, Mateer Dirk, Mitchell Addler :: SSRN



Elastigirl fights the villains, while Mr. Incredible 
stays home with the kids. 

“A Pixar is Worth a Thousand Words” (G. Dirk Mateer with Charity-Joy Acchiardo, Megan Kirts, Deirdre Calhoun) Journal of 
Economics Teaching. 6(1): 1-23, 2021.
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2021-1.pdf (journalofeconomicsteaching.org)



Breaking Down the Language Barrier

"Breaking Down the Language Barrier: Using Pop Culture from Across the Globe to Teach Microeconomics" 
(G. Dirk Mateer with Florencia Gabriel, Wayne Geerling, and Jadrian Wooten) submitted to the Journal for 
Economic Educators. (https://ssrn.com/abstract=3769681) 
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https://ssrn.com/abstract=3769681 

https://ssrn.com/abstract=3769681


Zoom Demonstration: 
Captain America: Civil War

Iron Man

Captain
America

Fight Talk it out

Fight 1, 1 6, 0

Talk it out 0, 6 4, 4

Principles of Microeconomics, 3e (wwnorton.com)
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Two volunteers. Bag of mini marshmallows. 



A Picture is Worth a 1,000 Words

“The Economics in Humans of New York” (G. Dirk Mateer, Abdullah Al-Bahrani, Kim Holder, and 
Charity-Joy Acchiardo). Journal of Economics and Finance Education. 16 (2): 19-30, 2017.



BUC-EE’S
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Economies of scale



The Value of Time in the United States: Estimates from 
Nationwide Natural Field Experiments
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The value of time determines relative prices of goods and services, investments, productivity, economic growth, and measures of income inequality. Economists in the 1960s began to focus on the value of non-work time, pioneering a deep literature exploring the optimal allocation and value of time. By leveraging key features of these classic time allocation theories, we use a novel approach to estimate the value of time (VOT) via two large-scale natural field experiments with the ridesharing company Lyft. We use random variation in both wait times and prices to estimate a consumer's VOT with a data set of more than 14 million observations across consumers in US cities. We find that the VOT is roughly $19 per hour (or 75% (100%) of the after-tax mean (median) wage rate) and varies predictably with choice circumstances correlated with the opportunity cost of wait time. Our VOT estimate is larger than what is currently used by the US Government, suggesting that society is under-valuing time improvements and subsequently under-investing public resources in time-saving infrastructure projects and technologies.



Interpret the Bar Code 



C
ap

ita
l 

G
oo

ds
 

Current Consumption of 
Goods

A

Capital Goods and Growth 
– Avengers: Infinity War

B

Growth from 
operating at 
point A

If B is chosen

C
ap

ita
l G

oo
ds

Future Consumption of 
Goods

50% 100%
If A is chosen

Thanos was wrong…….
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4uI9KI1x0HI



Bud Light or Bud Light with Seltzer?
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Bud Light Seltzer "Inside Post Malone's Brain" Super Bowl Commercial 2020 - video Dailymotion



Music for Economics

“Music for Econ” (G. Dirk Mateer with Wayne Geerling, J. Brian O’Roark
and Ben Smith). 
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https://music4econ.com  

https://music4econ.com/


Hyperinflation Around the World
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https://twitter.com/vxschmid/status/1108397519174807553

https://twitter.com/vxschmid/status/1108397519174807553


The Geography of Unemployment
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http://tipstrategies.com/geography-of-jobs/

http://tipstrategies.com/geography-of-jobs/




dmateer@utexas.edu
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Hopefully we will get a lot of good ones!
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