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general business activity. Thirty-seven percent of responding manufacturers ™
said their evaluation of general business activity had improved since March, — FRB Adjusted-Texas
while 6 percent said their evaluation of activity had worsened. Employment
— DataBasics
lndex General Business Activity — Regional Economic
- Indicators
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Business executives are optimistic about activity six months from now, and
index values are slightly higher for both the future company outlook and level of
general business activity. Fifty-two percent of responding firms expect improved
company outlook six months from now, and only 5 percent believe their
company outlook has worsened.

Raw Materials Price Pressures Intensify

Index values for raw materials prices increased, both for the current period and
for expectations of prices six months from now. Fifty-two percent of responding
firms said they had an increase in the prices paid for raw materials in April. Six
percent reported a decrease in raw materials prices.
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Fewer firms (28 percent) reported an increase in prices received for finished
goods in April. Most firms (58 percent) reported no change in finished goods
prices. Responding manufacturers expect prices received for finished goods to
be higher six months from now. The index value for future prices received
increased from 31.4 in March to 39.4 in April. The majority of firms (49 percent)
expect no change in prices received for finished goods six months from now,
while 46 percent expect an increase in prices received.

https://web.archive.org/web/20100620053945/http://dallasfed.org/data/outlook/2006/tmos0604 .html 2/3


https://web.archive.org/web/20100620053945/http://dallasfed.org/data/outlook/2006/tmos0604p.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20100620053945/http://dallasfed.org/data/outlook/2006/tmos0604j.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20100620053945/http://dallasfed.org/data/outlook/2006/tmos0604k.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20100620053945/http://dallasfed.org/data/outlook/2006/tmos0604k.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20100620053945/http://dallasfed.org/data/data/reg-charts.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20100620053945/http://dallasfed.org/data/data/reg-charts.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20100620053945/http://dallasfed.org/data/frbemploy/index.cfm
https://web.archive.org/web/20100620053945/http://dallasfed.org/data/frbemploy/index.cfm
https://web.archive.org/web/20100620053945/http://dallasfed.org/data/basics/index.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20100620053945/http://dallasfed.org/data/data/regstats.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20100620053945/http://dallasfed.org/data/data/regstats.htm

12/3/24, 10:38 AM

April 2006 - Texas Manufacturing Outlook Survey - Economic Data - FRB Dallas

lndex Future Prices Paid, Future Prices Received
100 -
an4
I -
. - - === — u ~\ -
s W oS s -
20 N ‘.- - - 3 Mon
-~
-
o T
=20
=40
o Future prices paid for raw materials
== [Future prices received for finished goods
=80
100 jin Jul Aug Sep Oct Mav Dee Jan Feb Mar Aar May Jun Jul Aug Sep Ocl Mov Dee Jan Fab Mar Agr
04 04 04 04 04 04 04 04 05 05 05 05 05 05 05 05 05 05 05 05 06 06 06

Questions regarding the Texas Manufacturing Outlook Survey can be
addressed to Fiona Sigalla at Fiona.Sigalla@dal.frb.org or 214-922-5166.

Note

The Texas Manufacturing Outlook Survey does not yet have a sufficiently
large sample size to permit seasonal adjustment of the indexes. Thus, while
respondents are asked to adjust for normal seasonal variation, the month-to-
month values of these indexes may include some normal seasonal variation
that is not indicative of changes in the business cycle. Other Federal Reserve
Bank business outlook indexes benefit from seasonal adjustment, and the
Texas indexes will be seasonally adjusted when a sufficient series are
available.
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