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Agenda

Analysis of the Broadband Data Collection Availability 
Challenges Dataset 

• Broadband Data Collection and National Broadband Map 

• Main Analysis Results and Takeaways
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Broadband Data Collection (BDC) – FCC program that maps 
broadband Internet access availability in the United States

The BDC program publishes the National Broadband Map, one 
of the key factors for the distribution of investment funds in 
Internet infrastructure deployment 

For example, $42 Billion from the BEAD program
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Analysis of the BDC Availability 
Challenges Dataset
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Big Picture

A total of 3,690,772 challenges were submitted 

2,872,304 locations had at least one associated challenge 

2.40% of the known locations across the nation 

872 providers had at least one associated challenge
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Challenges per Location

The challenges are widely 
spread among participating 
locations 

The maximum number of 
challenges associated to a single 
location is eleven 

The vast majority of locations 
(≈96%) had 2 challenges or less
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Challenges per Outcome

Most challenges were upheld 

Many challenges were 
overturned 

Surprisingly, many challenges 
were withdrawn
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Challenges per Access Technology

The majority of challenges 
(≈61%) were against Fixed 
Wireless 

Most other technologies 
received at least 130,000 
challenges 

Except for Geostationary 
Satellite

9



Challenges per Category

Vast majority of challenges 
(≈97%) argued that a provider 
does not offer either the 
technology or the speed 
reported to be available at a 
location
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State-Level Analysis

Participation in the 
challenge process is highly 
skewed and mostly low 

About every 3 out of 4 
locations in Nebraska 
raised at least one 
challenge 

97% of Nebraska's 
challenges were against 
Fixed Wireless
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County-Level Analysis
No participation in large 
swath of counties in the 
central continental area 

Nebraska has high and 
mostly homogeneous 
participation across 
counties 

For other states, higher 
participation is usually 
concentrated in a few 
counties
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Main Takeaways

Low overall participation in the challenge process 

Marked contrast between Nebraska and surrounding areas 

Higher participation is usually concentrated 

Fixed wireless was the main target for challenges 

Challenging is challenging
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