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Research aim: Can mission-led technical assistance
Intermediaries help communities understand local
broadband grant readiness?




A capacity-building
framework can unlock
investment potential for
broadband

Targeted capital investments
paired with capacity-building
infusions equip ecosystems to
attract and deploy inclusive,
community-centered broadband
infrastructure.
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Research
Observations
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Active federal funding programs like Broadband Equity Access and
Deployment Program (BEAD) prioritize unserved areas, including
remote places like farms, but planners will need to be more
intentional to avoid missing economic hubs in rural counties and
lower-income neighborhoods in inner cities.

Thousands of operators serve small markets that overlap with
mission-aligned investment priorities.

Small communities with poor broadband often lag in digital literacy -
an opportunity for mission-aligned investment.

A network of technical assistance intermediaries is providing
predevelopment feasibility assistance, resources, and financial
support to projects.



[ 5,000 - 10,000 [1,679] places

Geogra phy of [0 10,000 - 25,000 [1,820] places
Opportunity

Across the nation,

there is a high overlap
of areas that need more
or better broadband
with the places mission-
aligned actors typically
invest resources.

IlSC Highlighted areas are generic proxy census tracts at 80% or less AMI and are used as a proxy for typical mission-aligned investment markets



Colored Areas Represent Provider Footprints - Harrison County, Texas

Geography of
Opportunity
Harrison County, Texas
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Geography of
Opportunity

Diboll, Angelina County,
Texas
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SPECIAL INTIATIVES

Broadband Planning Help Hub

LISCs Broadiand Planning Help Hub, part of the Natlonal Broadband Technkcal Assistance
Marketplace, connects communibes ke yours with high-quality, largeted data and
recommendations to produce INvestment-ready broadband plans.

Congressional action Telowing the pandemic created a once-n-a-genaration level of funding
1o Close the digital divide across America. Affordable, rellable, high-speed Intermet access
stimulates econemic growth, lowers health care costs, Improves access to education and
Srengthens CommUnity tes 10 nesded SEVICES - making It a Necessity, ot a uxury, that snowd
be accessibie to all

Take actionable steps towards your broadband
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