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Absolute Mobility 

   A measure of how much 
better or worse a person 
is doing in absolute dollar 
terms than their parents 
at the same age or 
themselves over time. 



Glass Half Full: 84% of Americans Have Higher 
Family Incomes Than Their Parents 
 
All Adult Children 



All Adult Children 

Half of Americans Exceed their Parents’ Family Wealth 



Relative Mobility 

   A measure of whether 
people are able to change 
their rank in the economic 
distribution compared to 
their parents at the same 
age or themselves over 
time 

 



Glass Half Empty: Americans Raised at the Top  
and Bottom are Likely to Stay There as Adults 
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There is Stickiness on the Ends of the Wealth Ladder  
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are stuck 
at the 
bottom 
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are stuck 
at the top 



Parents' Generation Children's Generation

The Distance Between the Rungs of the Income 
Ladder Has Widened Over the Past Generation 
 

$30,300 – $39,800 
$23,400 – $30,300 

Less than $15,600 
$15,600 – $23,400 

126% 
98% 
89% 
85% 
74% 

$39,800 and above 

$ 59,300 – $81,700 

$ 44,000 – $59,300 

Less than $28,900 

$ 28,900 – $44,000 

$81,700 and above % Change in 
Median Income 



Parents'
Generation

Children's
Generation

The Bottom Rungs of the Wealth Ladder Have Compressed 
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% Change in 
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Economic Mobility of  Texas and its Neighbors 
Absolute Relative 

Upward 
Relative 

Downward 

NATION 17% 34% 28% 

Texas 15% 31% 30%  

New Mexico 14% 34% 35% 

Oklahoma 14% 30% 33% 

Arizona 15% 36% 33% 

Louisiana 13% 28% 36% 

Arkansas 16% 27% 32% 

Mississippi  17% 26% 36% 

Alabama 12% 27%  32% 



Key Mobility Drivers 

• Human Capital 

• Financial Capital 

• Social Capital 
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 or more poor 

Social Capital: A Majority of Black Children Live  
in High-Poverty Neighborhoods 
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Human Capital: A College Degree Promotes Upward 
Mobility and Prevents Downward Mobility 
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Parents Had Low Savings Parents Had High Savings

Financial Capital: Personal Savings Promotes 
Upward Mobility from the Bottom 

Bottom Income Quartile 
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Providing opportunities for
economic advancement

Preventing people from
falling behind

The Public Supports a Role for Government 

83% 



 

 



www.economicmobility.org 
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