




“This University is here to help the people of 

Chicago, and especially those in position to 

receive the more definite character of aid we 

are able to render. We are here to assist 

teachers, students, businessmen and 

women, and particularly those whom 

circumstances have deprived of educational 

opportunities once eagerly sought.” 

 

            -- WILLIAM RAINEY HARPER 

       1st President of the University of Chicago, 1891-1906 



Internally-Focused 



“The University of Chicago exists for the life 

of the mind. Its primary purpose is 

intellectual. It exists to increase the 

intellectual understanding and powers of 

mankind. The commitment is to the powers of 

reason.” 

 

            -- EDWARD H. LEVI 

    8th President of the University of Chicago, 1968-1975 



                                                     University of Chicago Model of Civic Engagment 

 

Our framework and approach to engagement with our city and beyond seeks to leverage and advance the full range of 

our historic strengths as an educator, researcher, anchor, and innovator, and realize the power at the intersection of these 

four roles. This intentional and integrated model of engagement harnesses the creative energy and cross-disciplinary 

practices at the core of our institution, and has the potential to enable a level of impact not attainable through isolated 

efforts. 












































