Closing the Digital Divide on the

Southwest Border:
Why Digital Equity Is Vital for a Strong Economy
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Internet Adoption in the United States by County: 2013
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013 American Community Survey.
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The Digital Divide on the Border

Of the 381 metropolitan areas in the US, those with the lowest rates
of computer ownership and internet use by individuals include

three Texas border MSA:s.

Computer Ownership and Broadband Access Gaps in Texas Metro Areas
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Household Income and Households Without Internet Access
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Why are computer and Internet use
Important?

Commerce

Access to Banking

Workforce
Development &
Training




Unbanked & Underbanked

Six Texas Border Counties: Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, Webb, Maverick, El Paso

Percent
« Ofthe top 100 unbanked 09 M unbanked [l Underbanked
“places” (cities, towns, or census 45 1
designated places with more than 40 -
250 households), 36 are in Texas. 35
o) =
« Starr County, TX is the most 25 _
unbanked county in the country -- -
32.7% of households are unbanked y
and 28.2% of households are
underbanked. 9
5 4
« Of counties with more than T orcercounte Texas Us.
100,000 households, Hidalgo
County, TX has the highest e OO o Sy T o e
proportion of unbanked eretng te local stmate s th tatstcal ol s bosed on nationl v o
h ouse h o | d S (2 1 . 6%) . fri;irot(:\;ggs&gr{]};)a.nﬁdri{;:;information see: http://localdata.assetsandopportunity.org/

SOURCE: Corporation for Enterprise Development, Assets and Opportunity Local Data Center.
Based on the 2011 FDIC National Survey of Unbanked and Underbanked Households.
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The Headlines: Worsening Wealth Inequality

Wealth by Race and Ethnicity, 2007-13

Median net worth of households, in zo1g3 dollars

JESEEI 551,400
ALL
HOUSEHOLDS & 2010 82,300
2007 135,700

P 141,900

WHITE | 138,600
| 192,500

. 11,000
BLACK | 18,600
. 19,200

| 13,700
HISPANIC | 16,000

. 23,800

Mote: Blacks and whites include only non-Hispanics.
Hizpanics are of arny race.

Source: Pew Research Center tabulations of Survey of
Consumer Finances public-use data



Digital Opportunity for the Rio Grande

Valley (DO4RGV)

Project Scope

The DO4RGV demonstration project
is focused on creating a sustainable
and replicable model to close the
digital divide in the entire RGV
region. The project will address two
areas:

 Infrastructure-DO4RGV is
mobilizing resources and
working with local governments,
PSJA ISD and the City of Pharr,
to build and own their own
middle mile broadband
network.

» School District- Students and
families from PSJA will be
provided with computers,
broadband access, bilingual
training and technical support
for youths and adults
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Closing the Digital Divide

A Framework for Meeting CRA Obligations
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