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Internet Adoption in the United States by County: 2013 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013 American Community Survey.  



The Digital Divide on the Border 

Of the 381 metropolitan areas in the US, those with the lowest rates 

of computer ownership and internet use by individuals include 

three Texas border MSAs.  

 

 

Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas. Data Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2013 





Why are computer and Internet use 
important? 
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Unbanked & Underbanked 
Six Texas Border Counties: Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, Webb, Maverick, El Paso 

•  Of the top 100 unbanked 
“places” (cities, towns, or census 
designated places with more than 
250 households), 36 are in Texas.  
 

• Starr County, TX is the most 
unbanked county in the country -- 
32.7% of households are unbanked 
and 28.2% of households are 
underbanked.  
 

•  Of counties with more than 
100,000 households, Hidalgo 
County, TX has the highest 
proportion of unbanked 
households (21.6%). 



 
The Headlines: Worsening Wealth Inequality 
 



Digital Opportunity for the Rio Grande 
Valley (DO4RGV) 

Project Scope  
The DO4RGV demonstration project 
is focused on creating a sustainable 
and replicable model to close the 
digital divide in  the entire RGV 
region. The project will address two 
areas:  
• Infrastructure-DO4RGV is 

mobilizing resources and 
working with local governments, 
PSJA ISD and the City of Pharr, 
to build and own their own 
middle mile broadband 
network. 

• School District- Students and 
families from PSJA will be 
provided with computers, 
broadband access, bilingual 
training and technical support 
for youths and adults  
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