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Who are we? 



UTRGV:  A Distributed Campus 

Mexico 

U.S. 



UTRGV Key Institutional Priorities 

• Student success 

• Educational opportunity 

• Medical education 

• Research on issues relevant to the Valley 



Who are our students? 

New School of Medicine – July 2016 



Who are our students? 

How do we ensure Student Success? 



How do universities engage in 
economic development? 



Vannevar Bush, Director Office of Scientific  
R & D, to Pres. Truman, July 1945.  Led to the 
formation of the National Science Foundation 
in 1950.  Explored how research can drive ED. 

National Research Council, 2012.  Emphasizes the importance 
of research universities to U.S. economic development in the 
era of minimal state support, challenging federal funding, and 
shift in industry R&D. 



Research Innovation 

Economic 
Development 

My Office:  University-Driven Economic 
Development 



What’s the context? 



 

“More college 
students battle 

hunger as  
education and living 

costs rise” 
Washington Post, 4/9/2014 

Poverty increasing 
in  

public schools 
 

Low-income 
students made up 

at least half the 
public school 

student population 
in 17 states in 2011, 
a marked increase 
from 2000, when 

four states topped 
50 percent. 

Washington Post, 10/16/2013 

From:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/ 
study-poor-children-are-now-the-majority-in-american-public-schools-in-south-west/2013/10/16/34eb4984-
35bb-11e3-8a0e-4e2cf80831fc_story.html?tid=auto 
_complete 

Report by  
Southern Education Foundation, Oct 2013 



Broadband and Job Opportunities 





Adapting 
federal 
initiatives 
to the local 
level 



What would the Bi-National RGV Asset Map look like?  
Take a look at San Diego and the Imperial Valley. 

http://www.ivedc.com/cali-baja-bi-national-mega-region/cali-baja-bi-national-mega-region-asset-map/ 

Cali Baja Bi-National Mega-Region 
Imperial Valley 

San Diego 

Tijuana 
Mexicali 



What’s next? 



Next steps 
• UTRGV roles: 

• Convener 
• Facilitator 
• Integrator 
• Educator 

• Identify and strengthen partnerships (public/private) 
• Engage the communities 
• Ask the right questions… 

 



UTRGV Student (Virtual) Think Tank 
Our Students: 
• Persistent 
• Resilient 
• Resourceful 
• Creative 
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