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Outline 

• A comment or two on the national economy 
• The New Mexico economy 

– Slow recovery 
– Where are we headed 

• Some bright spots in southern NM 
• Some not so bright spots in Southern NM 



“A pure act of idiocy”  
Warren Buffet, CNBC interview 10/16/2013 

Debt Ceiling? 
Government shutdown? 
Fiscal crisis? 
Self-inflicted wounds? 
 

Economic crisis? 
Global implications? 
National security implications? 
What’s next? 
 

The F-35 Joint Program Office has made this material 
available for your personal download and use. www.jsf.mil  

Is this the way to run a railroad? 

Photo by Jim Peach 

http://www.jsf.mil/


Let’s Make a Deal 

We have an excess supply of these in DC 



Government Shutdown October 1, 2013 
This slide from Suzan Reagan, UNM BBER 



Where are we? 



NM and the Nation 



NM and the Nation 



NM and the Nation (2) 



Where are we? 



Where are we? 



Where are we? 



Where are we? 



NM Employment by Sector 



NM Employment by Sector 



A Leading sector 



A Lagging sector 



Source: NM Department of Workforce Solutions,  
Map by Arrowhead Center.  





US Poverty rate = 14.3 percent 
NM Poverty Rate = 19.0 percent 



Where are we in Southern NM? 



Change  in Employment –Southern NM 



Dona Ana County Employment 



Dona Ana County Employment by Sector 



Southern New Mexico Recent Activity 
• Santa Teresa inter-modal facility (Union Pacific) 

– $400 million investment about half completed 
– W Silver recycling and Twin Cities warehousing 70 jobs announced in July 
– 56 room hotel (Oak Tree Inn) and Penny’s all night diner under construction 
– Total employment 2,000 as of July 

• SunZia transmission line $1.2 billion?? 
– two single-circuit 500 kV AC lines. 
– The controversy? 

• Luna County  
– Macho Springs (First Solar) 5mw plant (18k homes) 
– 800 construction jobs? 

• Border Zone expansion by Department of Homeland Security 
– From 25 miles to 55 miles No I-94 required 
– $51 million in increased sales and 340 jobs 



Southern New Mexico Recent Activity Continued) 
• Spaceport (Upham)  

– $200 million investment 
– Spacex –three year lease (Grasshopper Rocket testing) 
– Branson (Virgin Galactic) ? 

• Solaro (--manufacturer of residential and commercial solar products) 
– headquarters in Socorro 100 jobs? 

• WSMR solar project (Solar City) 
– 13.2 mw 100 jobs power to 4.7k homes 

• Pegasus – CITE ??? 
• The Sequester, the current crisis 

– WSMR, NMSU, ? 



Who won?  



Thank you! 
Questions? 
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